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Education is a lengthening, deepening, and broadening 
process by which man is enabled to rise above the 
realm of the brutal and selfish to the clearer atmos- 
phere of the divine and lovely. 

Science, however," in order to bring its intensity of 
stimulation and fullness of pleasures to man must be 
made the subject of research made possible only by 
the expenditure of goodly sums and long periods of 
time and hence can be enjoyed by only a few. Letters 
and history bestow lavish bounties upon the many with 
comparative ease and lesser expenditures and are more 
easily accesible. Again and again the note is struck 
that the most important part of nature is human na- 
ture and that moreover, the most interesting part. 
Nature has made much possible for man and receives 
due tribute but what man has done working through 
and in unison with nature is the most wonderful 
chapter in the history of civilization and must needs 
have a place in the educated man's storehouse of 
knowledge. 

By ancient classics he means the whole round of 
activities in the ancient world and hence by the study 
of ancient classics is meant not only the words, the 
forms, the dry bones but the content, the record, the 
very life and sinew of the ancient world. What place, 
he asks, can a study of such a subject have in modern 
education ? 

First of all he disclaims any attempt to urge that 
"the study of the ancients should be urged upon all, 
or even on the bulk of those who remain at school until 
eighteen, or on most of those who enter a university." 
. . . . "Many have not the capacity or the taste 
to make it worth while for them to devote much time 
there to Greek and Latin." "For the schools the prob- 
lem is how to discover among the boys and girls those 
who have the kind of gift which makes it worth while 
to take them out of the mass and give them due fa- 
cilities for pursuing these studies at the higher second- 
ary schools, so that they may proceed thence to the 
universities and further prosecute them there." . . . 
"We shall effect a saving if we drop that study of the 
ancient languages in the case of those, who, after a 
trial, show no aptitude for them." But also a place 
must be found for successful pursuance of the an- 
cient tongues by those who find joy and pleasure in 
them, i. e., for whom the classics set into vibration 
an inner responsive chord. 

Coming directly to the answer to his question, the 
subject of the paper, he says that from the study of 
the ancients through their literature we may expect 
to receive benefits classed under four general heads. 
I. "Greece and Rome are the well-springs of the in- 



tellectual life of all civilized modern peoples." II. "An- 
cient classical literature is the common possession, and 
with the exception of the Bible and a very few mediae- 
val writings, the only common possession, of all civ- 
ilized peoples." III. "Ancient History is the key to 
all history, not to political history only, but to the 
record also of the changing thoughts and beliefs of 
races and peoples." IV. "The ancient writers set be- 
fore us a world superficially most unlike our own." 

The viewpoint and the argument is refreshingly new 
and stimulating. Stock arguments and half-baked or 
antiquated psychology find themselves barred from the 
discussion. Outcroppings here and there appear of 
the old conservatism which will not entirely down in 
any man's thought. A tinge of aristocracy colors the 
argument in several places but in the main the view is 
liberal, broad, democratic, at least in spirit if not 
always in expression. The problem with which the 
secondary school is confronted in this matter is clearly 
and concisely stated and a modern twentieth century 
suggestion for its solution is presented. Best of all, 
the paper rings true and sincere, it is written from 
the heart and with the ripened years of life and living 
adding to the retained fire and imagination of youth- 
ful enthusiasm. The paper will mark an epoch in 
discussions about the place of a study of ancient life 
in the education of our modern world. — L. A. W. 



GREEN, J. C. Graphic Latin. Published by the 
Author, Blairstown, N. J. 

Latin teachers, who are on the lookout to find ways 
to enable their pupils to master the essential forms and 
the main principles of syntax, will find it worth their 
while to examine a little pamphlet entitled "Graphic 
Latin," by J. C. Green, of Blairstown, N. J. This 
pamphlet on four charts presents a concise and yet 
quite complete outline of the subject. It should prove 
helpful for ready reference during the term's work, 
for regular use along with a grammar, and especially 
for review work. It is not suitable for students of first 
year Latin, but for students of Caesar and beyond. 
Inexperienced teachers could use it to guide them in 
finding out the essentials of the language which they 
should present to their students. — G. A. H. 

"Titus Labienus" is the title of an article, by Prof. 
F. F. Abbott, of Princeton, in the October number of 
the Classical Journal. It deals in an interesting way 
with the career of Caesar's famous lieutenant. Latin 
teachers will find it very readable and well worth as- 
signing as outside reading to the class in Caesar's Gal- 
lic War.— G. A. H. 
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CLOYD, D. E. Modern Education in Europe and 
this Orient. The Macmillan Co., 1917. $1.60. 
A description of the systems of education, elemen- 
tary, secondary, and higher, in the several countries of 
Europe, Japan, and China. 

MONROE, DE VOSS, KELLY. Educational 
Tests and Measurements. Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1917. $1.50. 
Sets forth the nature, scope and methods of giving 

and scoring the different tests and measurements in 

public school education. 

RUGG, H. O. Statistical Methods Applied to 

Education. Houghton Mifflin Co., 1917. $2.00. 

Discusses the use, meaning and interpretation of 

educational statistics. An invaluable aid to students 

of educational problems as revealed in statistical tables. 

THOMAS, C. S. The Teaching op English in the 
Secondary Schools. Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1917. $1.50. 

SNEDDEN, D. Educational Sociology. 2 Vols. 

Teachers College, Columbia University. 1917. 

Vol. 1—55 cents; Vol. 11—80 cents. 
WINCHESTER, B. S. Religious Education and 

Democracy. Abingdon Press. 1917. 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES AND 
COMMENTS 

CERTIFICATE RENEWALS 

Arrangements have now been made with the North 
Carolina State Board of Examiners and Institute 
Conductors by which certain courses offered by the 
Correspondence Study Division at the University will 
be accepted for credit toward the renewal of high 
school teachers' and principals' certificates in this 
State. 

In the list of Correspondence Study Courses there 
is also a course prepared especially for high school 
teachers of mathematics and another for teachers of 
high school Latin. These are both credit courses and 
may be used to count toward certificate renewals. 

Teachers in high schools whose certificates expire 
this year will do well to write to Miss Nellie Roberson, 
Chapel Hill, N. C, and make inquiries about these 
courses and other means of study through correspon- 
dence. 



EDUCATIONAL COMMISSION APPOINTED 

The Educational Commission provided for by the 
General Assembly of 1917 was appointed by Governor 
Bickett on December 20th. This commission is cre- 
ated for the following purposes: (1) to make a sur- 
vey of the educational conditions in North Caro- 



lina ; (2) to codify the public school laws of the State ; 
(3) to investigate the cost and the methods of supply- 
ing text-books to the State; (4) to look into the ad- 
visability of establishing a State printing plant; (5) to 
investigate the matter of teachers' pensions. It is 
directed to report its findings and recommendations to 
the General Assembly of 1919. The commission is 
composed of President Robert H. Wright, of- the 
East Carolina Teachers' Training School; Professor 
E. C. Brooks, of Trinity College; Dr. Charles E. 
Brewer, President of MeredRh College; Mr. C. C. 
Wright, Superintendent of Public Instruction for 
Wilkes County ; and Mr. L. J. Bell, Superintendent of 
the City Schools of Rockingham and Superintendent 
of Public Instruction for Richmond County. 



LESSONS IN COMMUNITY AND NATIONAL LIFE 

President Wilson in a recent letter to school officers 
urged that teachers "increase materially the time and 
attention devoted to instruction bearing directly on the 
problems of community and national life," and states 
that Mr. Hoover and Commissioner Claxton had been 
asked to organize suitable material for such work. In 
accordance with this request, the Bureau of Educa- 
tion began on October 1 the publication of a series of 
circulars one of which will appear each month during 
the school year 1917-'18, until May. These circulars 
are edited by Professors C. H. Judd and Leon C. 
Marshall, of the University of Chicago. Each is in 
three sections,* one intended for pupils in fourth, fifth, 
and sixth grades, one for pupils in grades seven, eight 
and nine, and one for the upper years of the high 
school. Single copies of any section of each circular 
may be purchased from the United States Food Ad- 
ministration, Washington, D. C, at 5 cents each ; each 
additional copy in the same order, 3 cents ; 100 copies, 
$2.00. It is suggested that these lessons be used as 
part of the work in English classes, in connection with 
the teaching of geography and history, as a part oHhe 
regular course in civics and even as a separate course 
of study. 

The first circular, in the section devoted to the upper 
classes of the High School, treats of "Some Fundamen- 
tal Aspects of Social Organization," "The Western 
Pioneer," "The Co-operation of Specialists in Modern 
Society." The section designed for use in the upper 
elementary and first high school years contains "The 
Effect of the War on Commerce in Nitrate," "The 
Varied Occupations of a Colonial Farm," "A Cotton 
Factory and the Workers," and "Feeding a City." The 
section for use in the intermediate grades deals with 
the following topics: "The War and Aeroplanes," 
"Colonial Home Industries," "The Water Supply of 
a City," and "Petroleum and Its Uses."— H. W. C. 



